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The acecount of the Ysma'ili do:
Jami* al-Tawarikh of Rashid al-Din
By REUBEN. LE\'Y
A\ HIHOUGH references to the Subject of Tsm
love been frequent enough in the text-books
leamned journals, the earliest source quoted in aiearly-a
them is the Ta’ith-i Julan-Gusha of Juayni. By @ ¢

THE ACCOUNT OF THE ISMA€ILI DOCTRINES
| IN THE JAMT AL-TAWARTKH OF RASHID AT-DIN
i- FADLALTAH

e e

#

by 5 . parison of that work ! with the corresponding section of
) {| "7 Jani* al-Taxarith of Rashid alDin it s cvident that the
25 Reuben Levy % 2 latter is the source from which Juwayni drew most of
s 2 !y o ials, and that for his compilation hie used such sectio

ted his purposes, omitting and transposing passages
as he thought fit. In cortain instances his omissious from
S\ the text have caused obscusities which the original version
of Rashid alDin does not contain, aud quite often
) borrowings have been incorporated without any m
| to make them fit snugly into their context.
! Ta'rikh-i Jalan-Gusha is fairly well known I shall cor
| myself here to the work of Rashid al-Din, which seen
incd for somo time longer to remain in the obscurit
manuseript2 r,,,
The section begins with a short, m(mﬂ\mh
i * By tho kinduness of the Gibb Trustees, T have boen
shectsof pastof the thied voluaie of Miez3 Mubsmamad Q
b el teo D Mareum manie
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' (Uljayta Khin), complete histories were
peoples of the world and of the various
‘Thuman. mmey in the soven climes—Turks, Chinese,
phabitants of the West,
g-dn-mn-. A desire was then expressed by His Ma
| for a history of the Sect of the Comrades (Rafigin) and ¢
 Society of the Propagandists of the Ismiilis and Heret
akida), who are a people apart and who for a lengthy
. period of time were finnly established upon the throne of
‘power and sovercignty and, further, kept the kings of all
xegions and the rulers of all countrics in a state of slecple
fear and uncrtainty because of their abundant forces, their
constant supply of troops, storcs, and equipment, their
organization and the terrifying reports about them.

In accordance with his sovoreign’s desire, therefore, the
author compiled a history of this people and included it
Jin the Jami al-Tawdnikh as a matler for reflection in
 all minds and a subjcct to be retained in all memor

In a further passage, after claiming to be merely @ reporter
‘of his materials and stating that respousiility for the truth

* or falschood of them lics with his authorities and not with
himself, Rashid al-Din explains how the various divisions
in Islom arose, and how the “Alids, robbed of the Caliphate
which was rightfully theirs, during the reign of the Umayyads
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g tho days of the *Abkisid
5] observed that the fiold was
Oft his guard; hat men’s aims were
base, the pursuit of lusts and
50 that the call to do the right
: d and prohibition of the wrong overwhelmed,
dingly they watched closely for an opportunity and
he task: of gaining converts propagandists who were
Spoken men of wisdom and “comrades ” of good
ding end eloguence. Now becausé of the great
ces between regions they sent ont men in four directions,
© first being the Enst, from the confines of Khurdsin to
Rirthermost Boundary of Turkistan and the
ons of Sistin.  The second dircction
Iréq, Babel, and Kufa and
Yinits of Hijiz and the 1t of the Yemen, together
- with the neighbouring region. The third di

 West, begiming with Diyar Bolr and Diyir Rs
£ Syria, and extending to the furthest Jin s of the West,
ke fourtl region was the North from the coast of the
€a % 2 far as Pasra and including 0)
Hind, aud on (o Cling, together with the adj uing

e
Tabrayn, Sind

every Fegion aud every district they appointed
sts, men of pleasant, speceh, goodly cloquence,
wellas of sagacious and.alert intelligence,

lem thetermus of theit compacts and the benefits o

heir association were set forth in dota

o ule their lives in spiritual inumaculateness, hodily
blemished eonduct; they were, morcover,
atured, pleasant spoken, and huilfellow it}
short] they were {0 be worthy of “ o yhite
breath of Chist”. *And witl every

i

and they were

propaganda Abu Zakariy Isfebind of the &
Kilib. By their aid and co-operation he |

over the towns of Hajar and. t

territory of Oman, as well as .

the contemporary of the “Abbisid Caliph M

the year 286 [4.0. 899] he sent propagaudists to i
Mutadid died al-Janabi's affairs prospered, but fina
some {ime during the year 301 he met his duw h
His son Abu Tihir succeeded to his office.

In the time of Jufer Sadiq, (one] AbwlKhat
pounded that Ja'far had claims to godlicad. i, oy
denounced Abu'l-Khattab and bis companonss

Amongst the propagandists was Maymiin-i Quddaly
Oculist ") whose son was “Abd Ailih b. My ;-
whom were accounted amongst the learned and the aristo
of the seet. £

It is related by the reporters and traditionists tha
ad four sons;tho eldest being Tsmi'll, who thro
mother was [2]* a Husayni; the seconfl was Masd,
mother was a slave woman—(he is. buried b the
Tas); the third was Mubammad Dibaj, who 1
outside Jugin, and the fourth was ‘Abd Allih
as Abtal. Ja'far allotted tho imimato to Tsma
however, was addicted to infoxicating liquor,
disapproving of his conduct, declared that"

4 0n the Arabian mafuland in the ncighbour
Nuahat al-Qulit, ed. Lo Strange, p

2 For tho text, which is doub
o1 it AT
sigaitieance, this }




son.
| themselves o Tsmil and withdrow
 Shifa body, arguing that Jafer, a5 the divincly
imam, had appointed Tsma'il fto suceced him].
truie appointment [they said] was the first one~—seeing
one could not accuse God of changing his intention
ind that all which the iman himself did and said was right.
8o far as the imAmate, therefors, was. concerned, Tsmi
. winedzinking created no disabil
Becauso of their relations with Isma'il they are called
Tsmailis, and the sect that was bor and originated out of
them is called the Sevencrs by reason of the seven Tmams.
With rols Too e i

ing the human mind is i -and incapable

of attaining 2 knowledge of God except through the instruction
() of & guide and instructor—with reference to that,
they are called the “Instructionists” (Uabw). Further,
they are called Batinis [ Inwarders "} —-with reforence to
the doctrine that in the Qurin cvery word has an outward
and an inward (bifix) significance, a plain incaving, and an
 elucidatory interpretation as well as an allusive, suggestive,
| and cryptic one; the common run of men understanding
ol the outward meaning while the chosen ones are informed

&:mui@i X
& person becomes firmly established in their Leliefs
ins permission to learn theology he is callcd Ma'dian

"1; when he reached the degree of propagandism
him & Da's [“a propagandist"}—when he reaches
‘of (heading} ten propagandists and becomes a person
on he is ealled Hujjat [ proof "} —which means
ring the proof of God to mankind ”, When
 grade of perfection and is independent of all

o he is calle

Thereupon the soct. of ths

§idiq. He

of Medina (who held offics

the ‘Abbisid Caliphs) and & nombe

of Medina and showed them [the

had been carried into the ity on 3

village of ‘Urayd, four parasangs distant,

They provide the evidence for his death and

by eye-vitnesses and the documents of & nun

present.  His father buricd him ;: Bugay™
The statement of the group who attached

Tsmi aid not die, but that [all this]

uptly the invalid recovered, rose from I

B . Also Tsmal prayed over a blind m?. :
sight was at once restored. [They say] Ja:fnm ’s ob
i proclaiming Temiiil's death was in reality that
transfer to another the title to the imamate th

nforred upon him. TR
co';": cut {mg story short, when saaiqdn_d,;m
of the Shi'a followed Misd, but a few proclaimed i
of Muhammad Dibiji and they came to be
“Dibéja ”. Similarly, o porty declared them
imamate of ‘Abd Allh Abtah, and they az
Abfahi [sect]. Novw the ‘Abbasid Cali
from Medina to Baghdad and held hin
died. The Shi'a declared he was
his body to the side of the bri
o the peogle of Daghdad in
10 wound upon his body.




@ shrine at T4 to-day. In the end he died of poison
was buricd there. :

 Thereafter the *Abbasids sought for them 2 with the sword ‘because its ruler, the | Sa
- Because of this claim to the imamate. Ismasl s hi his vizier both helped in
themselyes; some went from Medina towards “Iraq and 1
?‘ Khurisan, while ofhers went to the West. When Tsma'il Killed the Tsma‘ili da's
. died, his son Muhammad b. Tsma'il (who was grown up when supporters. 3
~ Jaffar was alive and was older {han Misd) left for Irdq, 1 Rashid &l-Din continues :—

alighting at Rayy. Thence he went to Demivand, to the b B
villago of [1) Samals. Muhammad-ibid at Rayy ie called LSy bt ot s 1y ok el 198
after him. He had several sons in concealment. They ! o, & = o
by A5 oVl Al
et Uﬁ M s e

established themslse
ot ol2s Oles O~ Lot )

of Qandalir, in Sind territory, whence their pr
attacked the cities and persuaded men to th
method of [promising cach] the obje
number had yielded to their persuasion:
From the West also they summoned ‘Alf b, Tsmal, who
set forth for Syria. Sceing that he was making no laim i, ST
to the imamate and that he had no following in that regurd, . TR
e remained in Syrie, where descendants of some of his
Jinsmen stil live. (i
. In the year 265 [907-8] ‘Abd Allah b. Maymin the PR RO PR e |
Oculist, making an outward show of devotion to fusting, i GE g o P
iyer, and good works but being in reality initiated into ¢ =, b LYW BT
kg propagands, settled at ‘Askar Mukram * f (e B {L"’f 4 e
in the place ealled §ibit-i Abi Nal. There his wealth and S 59 cextoaliclisbil
Sollowing fuereased, bt when bis encries made an attempt o Ko ap cadalie
’ his life he departed to Basta, where he settled in the
rter of the Banu Ugagl. Thence he went to Persian
n to Alwiz, where he carried on his propaganda

o I 3§50

aL-Qulib, tr. Lo Strange, p. 110)
.
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[TrassLaTio]
the matter shortly; men of high rank and
1i eause appeared in all the lunds
ond ywpulmdtd and exploined their doctrines
have mentioned them all would have
b o b,

e

‘emen,
The first part of their tea g
has an executor and heir wlw
lifetime, is the gateway through »
generally known. The epach of the p
alter soven [of them]. The first was.
endowed with the necessary quali
sopresentative and heir, who took his phe: ftes
being Seth. His (Adam's] epoch was
jmams. After that Noah appeared, to abrogate tl
tion of Adam. His epoch was completed by seven i
his executor being Sam. Tbrahim the prophet
Noah as abrogator of his dispensation, and his executor
Jsmiil. And when seven imams had gone, bis epod
Then came Moses as ebrogator of lbrah
utor was Hariin ; but since

oshus,
e When the epoch of Moses
had been completed by seven imiams, ‘Isa appoared ; and
his executor was Simon Cephas. The epoch of ‘Isd, teo, was
completed by seven imims and after him came Muhams
the apostle and establishicd a-new dispensation, a
is exccutor was ‘Alf b. Abi Talib, s
came I . then Hu
imam ‘Ali b, sl ]Iusa)’n Zayn al“Abidin, then the
imim Muhammad Bagir, followed by the sisth,
and then the seventh, Tan‘il b. Ja'far.
cpoch ends with him. So the series has
the prescnt imim, who is the wali of Bayptd
Further, according to their doctrine,
is an imam divinely guaided from every fiay
to whom in every circumstance men hav
interpretation of outward symbols and t
”ﬁu‘n




ryptic passages: e
on of laws and principles, the knowledge
as woll as of the general and the

Arue meanings of the commandments, and

subtleties of the inner significance of mysterious

is impossible to all excopt, through him and his

d”; the difference between him and a prophet lying
he matter of inspiration. The world, they say, has never

R without an imam of the kind, and if any man has heen

imém, his father also has been an imAm and his father's

lwuk to Adam. It would ho impossible morcover |
to die until after the son who was to be the |

' imam after hin was ejther born or had left his loins.  This is
' #he reference in the passage: “The one being posterity
’;ﬂ- other,” ! and the significance of the passage : “and
made it a word that should abide amongst lis posterity
“When there was brought up in argument against them the
» “Ali, who by agreement of all the Shi‘a
n imém while bis son was not, they replicd that his
namate was held on trust Ly him. That is to say it was
‘something impermanent, something accidental, whereas the
ﬁmo! Husayn was definitely established. The verse
ﬂq.. Iy established * 2 xefers to it
say that he is a person
‘“blu‘lu Ta, abrogating the law of them that bave
and Iaying down new principles.  He is, morcover,
with the Jmowledgze to interpret laws with an
g of the hidden and esoteric in all crcated thing;
L also to elucidate the oulward and obvious meaning
‘as the principle that is hidden in them.

imam after Mubammad the Chosen was

gnn-bﬁ imimate.)
ir doctrines is that the imim uced not be

no imiim apparent] may not be used 35 an
the existence of God.
The prophets are the recipients of divis
while the iméms are the masters of interprefat
age has a prophet been without an imam.
A contemporary of Tbrahin's was & certain pes
name is mentioned in the Torah, in the Syrito and
speech (clhizedok] which in the Ambiois “Malik el
and “Malik al-Salim”. They state that when 1 rah
came to him he gave him [Tbrahim] a tenth part. ql’hnpue‘
Khidr, from whom Moses wished to leamn thealogy, was
an imdm, or nominated ! as an iram.
There was an cpoch of obscuration before Islam,
the imiums were bidden ; aud in the time of “Ali, who is the
imin of that epoch [i.c. of Isiam], the imimate became
manifest again. From his time until Ism'il* or his son
Muhummad, who was the seventh, all the imims have

Temiil; and after Muhammad who was the last [

of the period of manifestation, all have been obscured, and
all the imims after birm will be obscured wntil the time for
‘manifestation comes again.

Another teaching of theirs is ﬁme Masd b. Ja!hy«p

the like iu favour of Muhammad b Imm‘ll
story of the “sacrifice” in the verso
by a mighty sacrifice ”# has Teference:
this kind.

* Sce note on texts

* Thero would seem to
mllnhvnhmulurhhunlluhu

Q. xaxsgil e et




am, cast and west, and they wero'
covertly, sometimes openly. Al
Efpoim that no age can be without its imam,
God may be known and without whose knox.
bo neither theosophist nor gnostic. At every |
also the prophets have made reference to him.  Further,
& patent and esoferic significance, the root significance
the csoteric one. The parallel is that of jewels in o
ich lie hidden within dark stone ; or that of pearls
in the depths of the sea; or that of the mortal
irit. that is concealed within the dark body. On this
they applicd as an argument the divine words:
"A‘bu hidden behind which lies mercy, and outside of
" which is torment " ?; and “ Righteousness is not in entering
from the back of them, but it is the rightcousness
of him who fears : therefore enter your homes by their doors.” 3
ns, piety lies not in occupying yourselves with
d forms, as the many do, but in self-restraint ; for to
agths outward side of religion is the cause of evil.

The doctrines spread by the original Temi'iii propaganda
the basis upon which the New Propaganda (4> &323)
gan-i Sabbal [Sayyidi7] was formed. Of it Rashid
‘yvu the following account, derived by hin from

adherents :—
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[TRANSLATION]

yotaries laid the foundations of their belicfs

and interpretation, in particular of the
upon strange deductions from the ideas

himself entirely to the doctrine ¢

and said, * knowledge of God s

and reflection but from the (a‘fim of the i

men of science are reasoning persons and &

have his views upon the path of religion. 1

refloction were sufficient to give a knowledze

votaries of no religion could refute or cri

and el would be alike; secing that all are
Since, then, the vy s

ta'lim is that reason alone is insufficient, and :b-% n
imam is necessary by whose fafan men may

instructed and made refigious.

3 bilh also invented some glittering @
to delude and impress people. Amongst the subtlest
his inventions is one which he employed to rebut eritic
of his own beliefs. e would say, “For ‘an\-led@‘&f
science is cither enough or it is not enough a
that if science is enongh then no critic can wlmuh men o
slence, and if e eriic should say that seience an
truct
As for [Sayyidna's] proposmun that science is either
or it s not enough (as is his helief), its purpose is to
his own view. What he regards as the truth is
is essential over and nhon, sumce, while the belief

and science alone is necessary.
of God would not bo possibeat
(Thers a »




s 2) ceed musnﬁngm second of
f the genorality of mankind and of men o
4hat, the presence of scionce ol
e emplo) it of science in o particular aspeet is something
ditional; fa'fn and (divinc] guidance, however, a1
o, This applies fo men who employ reasoning

but thereare come persons who may have no oo
B ﬁtbmgh if it be 'pmsu.\L it is certainly not @ hindrance.

Tt is in line with this (form of argument] when Tasan-i
Sabbih says of the prophet that he declared, I was con-
manded to make onslaught on men until they say,  There
i2 0o God but Allih’”; which means um all men must.
atter the formdla, * There is no God but Allah.”

Sach is ta'Tiw. o sum up, it was with snlc‘\ feeble logic
and worthless arguments that Seyyidnd tried to win meR

3 his ix Rashid l-Di
ek, fe'lim.
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